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SUB J : REGISTRATION BEGINS 

1 . LOCAL PRESS REPORTS THAT REGISTRATION OF VOTERS 
IN PREPARATION FOR MARCH 1978 REFERENDUM AND JUNE 

1979 GENERAL ELECTIONS GOT UNDERWAY ON SCHEDULE AUGUST 1 
IN ZONE ONE (GREATER ACCRA, CENTRAL AND WESTERN 
REGIONS). CIVIL REGISTRATION AND ELECTORAL DEPT. 

SAID ABOUT 330.000 PEOPLE ARE EXPECTED TO BE 
REGISTERED IN GREATER ACCRA REGION BEFORE PROCESS ENDS ON 
AUGUST 30. 1977. REGISTRATION IN OTHER AREAS OF GHANA BEGINS 
LATER AND WILL END SEPTEMBER 29, 1977. 

2. IN VACUOUS EDITORIALS ANNOUNCING EXERCISE, BOTH 
TIMES AND GRAPHIC URGED CITIZENS NOT TO BE APATHETIC 
BUT TO REGISTER SO THEY CAN PARTICIPATE IN REFERENDUM 
AND ELECTIONS. WITH UNUSUAL CANDOR TIMES REMARKED 
THAT TURNOUT AT REGISTRATION CENTERS "WAS RATHER 
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LOW, APPARENTLY OWING TO THE FAILURE OF PEOPLE TO 
LOCATE THE CENTERS." 

3. COMMENT: WHILE THERE ARE SUPPOSED TO BE 400 
REGISTRATION CENTERS IN ZONE ONE, FEW ARE NOW EVIDENT 
IN ACCRA. GIVEN ADMINISTRATIVE DIFFICULTIES HERE, 

EFFORT TO REGISTER 330,000 PEOPLE BY END OF THE MONTH 
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IS LIKELY TO MEET WITH ONLY LIMITED SUCCESS. SINCE 

GOG HAS PROVIDED NO INFORMATION WHATEVER ON SUBSTANTIVE 

CHOICES TO BE PRESENTED TO VOTERS IN REFERENDUM AND 

GENERAL ELECTIONS, CITIZENS DO NOT APPEAR EXCITED BY 

OPPORTUNITY TO REGISTER. TURNOUT WILL PROBABLY PICK 

UP AS PR CAMPAIGNS GET IN GEAR BUT WILL PROBABLY END 

UP SHORT OF TARGETS. 

HOLMES 
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